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TABLE 1. Comparison of Some Pharmacological Effects of THC and CBD

Effect THC CBD Reference

CB1 (Brain receptors) �� Pertwee et al., 1998
CB2 (Peripheral receptors) � �

CNS Effects
Anticonvulsant† �� �� Carlini et al., 1973
Muscle Relaxant �� �� Petro, 1980
Antinociceptive �� �
Catalepsy �� ��
Psychotropic �� �
Antipsychotic �� �� Zuardi, 1997
Neuroprotective Antioxidant Activity* � �� Hampson A J et al., 1998
Antiemetic �� �
Sedation (reduced spontaneous activity) � � Zuardi, 1997

Cardiovascular Effects
Bradycardia �� � Smiley et al., 1976
Tachycardia � �
Hypertension§ � �
Hypotension§ � � Adams et al., 1977
Anti-inflammatory Brown, 1998

* Effect is CB1 receptor independent.
† THC is pro convulsant.
§ THC has a biphasic effect on blood pressure; in naïve patients it may produce postural hypotension and it
has also been reported to produce hypertension on prolonged usage.
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